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William Roan
2004 Mendocino County Shiraz

William ‘Bill” Crawford, horseman, roper, rodeo champ, also happens to be one of the leading figures in the
California Rhone variety movement hence the name, Wilkiam Roan. Bill has been farming Rhone varieties
since 1970, all the while working to find the best combination of vine to rootstock, root stock to soil, grape to
glass.

His passion for these grapes and the wines they produce has spawned McDowell. A winery dedicated to
producing the finest Rhone variety wines possible in California. Bill has had a lot to work with; his vineyards
situated in the McDowell Valley, offer both outstanding soils and climate. Already planted in McDowell
Valley are some of the oldest Syrah, Grenache and Viognier vines in California. Various clonal selections
planted on a variety of rootstocks, all there to help advance the knowledge of what works best in this region.

McDowell wines have for years been well known and respected across the country so for the younger vines,
the winery has started a new label, William Roan. These wines are sourced from younger stock in the
McDowell Valley and surrounding Mendocino County. They epitomize the attitude that most serious wine
drinkers strive to live by...drink it now.

Fresh and full of flavor, an excellent compliment to a wide variety of foods, the Shiraz and Viognier from
William Roan offer wines of outstanding quality at a very reasonable price. Best of all - they are truly delicious.

The Wine

The McDowell Valley is currently home to better than 100 acres of Syrah. Old vines, young vines, new
clones, old clones, all planted to a variety of rootstocks on a number of different soils. This Shiraz is
produced from the younger vine plantings at McDowell. Fach lot of Syrah is crushed and fermented
separately before being barreled down for oak aging. Once the wine has matured, it is blended to obtain the
balance and flavor in a wine that will both drink well when young and continue to age gracefully.

Its wines like this that has made Syrah the fastest growing variety in California. This is an easy drinking
version of its big brother at McDowell. In your face plumy fruit with hints of black pepper and black licorice.
A perfect wine for every day drinking, it will match well with Pepperoni Pizza, BBQ Chicken, or grilled lamb
chops with fresh mint.

Technical Notes

Vineyard Location Mendocino County, California
80% McDowell Valley, 20% Alden Ranch

Varietal Blend 95% Syrah, 5% Petite Sirah
Analysis: Alcohol 14.5%

Residual Sugar <0.10

Total Acid 0.65 g/100ml

pH 3.67
Suggested Retail: $15.00
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